Agora

Populismo y crisis
de 1a democracia

Populism and crisis of democracy

Alberto Lavin Fernandez

Resumen

Uno de los términos mds mencio-
nados en tiempos recientes en filoso-
fia y sociologia politicas es el de po-
pulismo. Aunque el origen del término
se remonta al menos a finales del siglo
XIX, ha existido un auge contempora-
neo de su uso, derivado probablemen-
te de una serie de circunstancias de
crisis de la democracia tradicional. Se
inventarian aqui algunos factores que
han producido este inusitado auge en
estos ultimos afnos, las principales vi-
siones conceptuales del término, y se
reflexiona sobre si el populismo pue-
de ser positivo o negativo en el forta-
lecimiento de la democracia.

Abstract

One of the most repeated concepts
in recent times in political philosophy
and sociology is the term populism.
While the term was crafted at least by
the end of the 19th century, there has
been a significant contemporary boom
in its use, most likely due to several
crisis circumstances in traditional
democracies. We collect here some
of the main factors behind this recent
boom, we review the most salient
conceptual visions of populism, and
we reflect if this populist trend could
be positive or derogatory towards the
strength of democracy.
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